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Rector Visits Early Churches on Sabbatical

 Thank you for the privilege of going on sabbatical to study the early churches of Rome. While I was away, I 
prayed for you and Brent in each of these churches, some of which were over 1900 years old.
 Weeks before we left, Eric and I, that is, I spent many evenings researching to ! nd the earliest remaining 
churches. I found over 34 that I felt I had to see. I was able to research and photograph almost all still standing 
1st-5th century early house churches and 2nd-6th century Italian churches. I was also able to visit two catacombs. 
I look forward to showing you my camcorder and digital camera pictures of these churches at the 2nd Wednesday 
presentation I am going to do in March. 
 One of the interesting things I saw was the change in baptismal fonts from those built for full submersion bap-
tism, where a person stepped into a deep pool, to those used for partial emersion baptisms, which were pools with 
waist-high water. Later on, the church moved to smaller fonts such as we have in our church. 

By Weyher Dawson

 The bell choir station will have to be moved because the church, 
including the balcony, is expected to be standing room only. The chapel 
will be full with the over" ow of delegates and clergy. Over ! fty bishops 
from across the country and the world will be changing into and out of 
their vestments. The multipurpose room will be arranged for a conven-
tion, then in 45 minutes changed into a dining hall, only to be changed 
back into a convention thereafter.

The 124th Annual Convention of the Diocese of East Carolina is 
coming to St. John’s February 8th through February 10th. It’s an undertak-
ing where you can sense the pageantry, the color, and the spirituality. As 
fascinating as the convention will be, it is really the product of a massive 
logistical undertaking that precedes the event.
 St. John’s Convention Committee is co-chaired by Melene Hatcher 
and Barbara Richardson. No less than 14 sub-committees support their 
large committee. Every conceivable need has to be provided. The Dio-
cese, which is headquartered in Kinston, literally moves its entire 

 See PRECONVENTION, Page 2

Preconvention Planning 
Becomes Major Undertaking

As I researched the churches in 
Italy, I found that Florence, Ravenna, 
and Rome had the oldest churches. 
At this lecture, I will show you the 
changes in the art work on the walls 
of these churches that go from primi-
tive drawings and sketches (2nd and 
3rd century) and frescos, to gold-
inlaid mosaics as early as the 5th 
century. 
 The early churches were origi-
nally house churches, meaning that 
worshippers met in the homes of 
wealthy Italians because Christianity 
was an outlawed religion. From the 
time of Jesus’ death until Constan-
tine’s edict making Christianity an 
of! cial religion of the state, in 312-
313 AD, Christians had to worship 
in the privacy of these homes that 
would hold from 50 to 100 worship-
pers.

See SABBATICAL, Page 6

By The Rev. Louanne Loch
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operation to St. John’s. Our preschool will be turned into Diocesan of! ces; 
our library becomes one of two coffee rooms. The J2A area becomes rooms 
for various vendors.

This event is so large the entire St. John’s parking lot will be reserved 
for disabled parking. Shuttles will be provided from area hotels and remote 
parking areas. All 78 churches in the Diocese will bring their delegates, alter-
nates, and clergy. Breakfasts, lunches, and dinners have to be provided and 
followed by the clean up. 

The theme of this convention is “There is much to do as one: One person, 
One parish, One diocese, One church, One God.” Please contact the church 
of! ce if you are able to volunteer your time to help showcase St. John’s and 
its members. If you wish to attend any of the church services or the conven-
tion itself, note that they are open to all on a ! rst come, ! rst served basis and 
the services will be crowded.

PRECONVENTION, from Page 1 

By Eddie Burkett
Ed. Note: Eddie is the grandson of June and Paul Reichle.

 This past summer, or more speci! cally, in July, I had an 
opportunity to travel to San Jose, California, as a participant in the 
National Youth Leadership Forum on Technology. For nine days, I 
participated in the program, which took place 
at the Fairmont Hotel with over 1,500 other 
high school students from all over the country. 
I was nominated by an anonymous source, 
which was most likely a teacher from school, 
to attend because I have a strong interest 
in technology. I had an excellent time, met 
several people, and had the opportunity to 
explore the various aspects of technology and 
the culture of Silicon Valley. 
 There were several people who work in the 
technology industry that I had an opportunity 
to listen to and meet. Some of the keynote 
speakers were Blake Ross, the inventor of the Firefox web browser 
that is taking the internet by storm; Dr. Sophie Vandebroek, the chief 
technology of! cer and president of the Xerox Innovation Group for 
the Xerox Corporation; Bob Rice, the founder and CEO of Four Bars 
Intertainment (FBI); and Tommy Tallarico, the president and founder 
of Tommy Tallarico Studios, Incorporated, and the Game Audio 
Network Guild. 
 I had the prospect of visiting AT& T Laboratories. I was able to 
preview and learn about some of the new technologies that people at 
AT& T are researching and developing. Most of the technologies that 
I saw and learned about were related to their newest project, dubbed 
“Project Lightspeed.” It deals mainly with ! ber optics, which can 
carry internet, television, and phone services over the same medium. 

Local Teen Attends Technology Forum

See  TECHNOLOGY, Page 3
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director of Information Technology Management 
and Communications for Cisco Systems. She 
presented information about Cisco’s business 
history and innovations as well as educational 
opportunities for students with interest in the 
networking area. She spoke about the Cisco 
Networking Academy, which is offered at several 
community colleges across the country, including 
our very own FTCC. I took her advice, and I 
signed up for the Cisco Networking Academy this 
year, and I have just completed the ! rst portion of 
it. After taking the second semester class, I will 
have the opportunity to take the Cisco exam and 
if I pass the exam, I will become a Cisco Certi! ed 
Network Associate. I also attended a seminar with 
Justin Boggs, the Senior Developer Relations 
Engineer for AMD. He spoke about AMD’s latest 
and upcoming innovations with microprocessors. 
He also discussed how processors and the 
software that runs on them work together to 
enable the best performance in digital media and 
games. 

Francisco with the forum. We visited the Santa 
Cruz Beach Boardwalk for a day, where there were 
rides, arcades, shops, and more. In San Francisco, 
we were able to wander around Fisherman’s 
Wharf. There were several street performers, 
including magicians, clowns, and people that had 
the rock and three cups, and participants bet money 
and had to guess on what cup the rock was under. 
I saw the Alcatraz Prison and went on a cruise tour 
of the San Francisco Bay. I was even able to visit 
the Ghirardelli chocolate factory. Needless to say, I 
got lots of chocolate# 
 There were also several other seminars that 
were put on by attendees that wanted to show off 
their skills. Some of the seminars were on " ash 
animation, karate, digital photography, social 
engineering, and much more. Overall, it was a very 
fun nine days. Unfortunately, this was the last year 
that the National Youth Leadership Forum put on 
their technology program. So, I am de! nitely glad I 
was able to go this year. They still have their other 
programs on law, medicine, and politics.

TECHNOLOGY, From Page 2

St. John’s Choir Hosts Recital Reception
One of the choir’s favorite guest artists is violinist Elizabeth Young. When she came to town for a recital at 

Methodist University last October, the choir decided it would be fun to support her at her recital and provide a 
nice reception for her. Many of the choir 
members ! xed a favorite hors d’oeuvre or 
beverage and turned out in force for the gala 
occasion. Elizabeth’s performance, by the 
way, was magni! cent#

 

Choir director Patrick O’Briant gives violinist 
Elizabeth Y oung a big hug following her recital at 
Reeves Auditorium on the Methodist University 
Campus. Patrick also provided the gigantic ! oral 
arrangment at right"
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Most of us in the Diocese of East Carolina know all about 
Trinity Center. Unfortunately, not many know about our gem 
in the mountains of North Carolina, Kanuga Conferences, 
Inc. Originally, the ! ve dioceses of North and South Caro-
lina owned Kanuga. Today, because of the expanded scope 
of activities, Kanuga is incorporated, containing a campus of 
1,400 acres including three camps, and serves as a year-round 
international conference center. There are too many phases of 
life at Kanuga to list them all here, however, there is a catalog 
on the bulletin board with additional copies along with histori-
cal data, program descriptions, and camp data in the church 
library. Complete information can be found on the web site at 
www.kanuga.org. 

There is something for everyone in the year-long schedule 
at Kanuga, for example, Vestry Conferences, Knitting Re-
treat, Iconography, Marriage Enrichment, the Bowen Confer-
ence, Lenten Retreat, Photography, Fly Fishing, Gardens and 
Grace, Women’s Conference, Christian Formation, Spirituality 
Conference, and many more, all in the catalog. Programs for 
families and youth, in addition to the camps, include Thanks-
giving, See the Leaves, Christmas, Winter Light (a program for 
9-12 graders between Christmas and New Years), and the very 
popular Guest Periods–eight one-week periods in the sum-
mer for families to come and enjoy hiking, swimming, and the 
crafts in very pleasant, comfortable surroundings.

All of the Kanuga activities are conducted in a Christian 
atmosphere. You owe it to yourselves to partake of life at 
Kanuga—–you won’t be disappointed.

Since stepping up to the presidency of the 
Lydia Chapter, Daughters of the King (DOK), 
Marilyn Layton Ellerbe attended two DOK 
Conferences, the National Triennial Retreat 
in Orlando FL, last summer, and the 2006 
Province IV Assembly Retreat at Kanuga 
Conference Center in Hendersonville, NC, last 
October. 

Marilyn said there were many inspiring 
speakers and teachers at both conferences, but 
she especially enjoyed meeting and getting to 
know the retired Archbishop of Canterbury, 
The Rt. Rev. George L. Carey, at Kanuga, who 
was on the workshop staff for the conference. 
(See Kanuga story, this page.)

“I had the opportunity to meet women 
from all over the world in Orlando and many 
women from the southeastern part of the USA 
at Kanuga,” Marilyn said.

Newest members of our local chapter are 
Sigrid Ericson and Judy Klinck, both of whom 
were installed at a special service in the Chapel 
of the Blessed Disciple last September 27. The 
Daughters of the King offer prayer, service, 
and evangelism.

Have You Visited Kanuga?
By Walter Moorman

The retired Archbishop of Canterbury, The 
Rt. Rev. George L. Carey, was on staff for a 
Daughters of the King workshop at Kanuga in 
October. He is pictured here with Marilyn Layton 
Ellerbe, president of the Lydia Chapter of DOK 
at St. John’s, who attended the workshop.

DOK Head Travels to 
Florida, Kanuga Meetings

Pets and their humans 
were blessed last 
October on a gorgeous 
day in the outdoor 
garden at St. John’s"
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The Perfect Tur n
By The Rev. Brent Melton

The third weekend in January, we celebrated the hard 
work of the youth over the last four months with a reward 
trip to Snowshoe Mountain Resort. On Saturday night, 
32 St. Johns’ bodies came together for worship hundreds 
of miles from Fayetteville in a chapel on a snow-covered 
mountain. I gave a homily from Paul’s ! rst letter to the 
Corinthians (12:12-27). “Just as the Body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” (1 Cor. 12:12). 

Below is an excerpt from the homily I gave to our 
youth on top of the mountain.

I love skiing# There are few greater feelings in the world 
for me than making perfect turns. When I am able to have 
a complete movement of going down the mountain with 
ease, I know all my body parts are working together. 

Paul explained in Corinthians how each body part is 
important for the function of the body, how all parts are 
necessary. Paul was comparing body parts to people’s 
gifts. Our gifts assist God’s Holy Spirit to work within 
our ministry in the world. For some, your gifts may be 
success in cheerleading, basketball, in studies, running, 
drama, technology, cooking, or leadership in scouting. 

Like with a perfect turn in skiing, God’s ministry requires 
the usage of all the “gifts.” It requires all parts to work 
together. “If one member suffers, all suffer together; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together. Now you are 
the body of Christ and individually members of it.” (1 
Cor. 12:26-27).  Together, we are a combination of gifts 
more able to carry out God’s ministry. As we share our 
gifts we are closer to making more perfect turns as we 
journey through our lives together.                 

Marilyn Layton Ellerbe, left, and Manette Layton Thomas, 
right, were honored on their 70th birthday by Marilyn’s 
daughter, Marilyn Ellerbe Broderick, center, and St. John’s 
Parish on September 24. It was the # rst time the twins had 
been together in many years to celebrate their birthday.

“Layton” Twins Celebrate 
70th Birthday Together
Marilyn Layton Ellerbe and her twin sister, 

Manette Layton Thomas, who lives in California, 
had two opportunities to get together in 2006. 
Manette traveled to Fayetteville in September to 
celebrate their 70th birthday together, and Marilyn 
" ew to California in December to celebrate Christ-
mas with Manette. It was the ! rst time in years, 
Marilyn said, that “the Layton twins had been 
together for a birthday celebration.”

While in California, Marilyn and Manette, who 
became a widow earlier in the year, traveled by car 
to visit other siblings in the state. They visited their 
oldest sister and her husband in Paci! ca, near San 
Francisco, and their younger sister and her hus-
band in Felton, near Santa Cruz. They also visited 
Solvang, near Santa Ynez, and the Danish Vil lage 
modeled after Copenhagen, Denmark.

Resting from the ski slopes are, from left, Caitlin Farmer 
(J2A), Sarah Stewart, and Laura Floyd (both Rite 13). 

The whole troupe takes time out for a picture to remember"



In this article, I cannot mention all of the fascinating 
churches we visited, so I will choose about four. One of 
the most fascinating churches we visited was San Pietro 
in Vaticano, commonly know as the Vatican. Historians 
record that St. Peter was executed upside down in the Cir-
cus Maximus, a place where chariot races were held and 
what is now the site of the Vatican, in Rome in 64 A.D. 
Historians noted that Nero rode his chariot around the 
Circus while Peter was dying on the cross and that Nero 
blamed the Christians for the ! re that burned the city of 
Rome. In fact, the Christians were a scapegoat for Nero’s 
burning of Rome. 
 Bones thought to be Peter’s were later found in the 
necropolis (the poor cemetery outside the Circus Maxi-
mus). His remains had no feet (scholars feel that the early 
Christians took him down fast and the feet were not with 
the body as they would have struggled to get the nails 
from his dislocated feet).
 Later Peter’s body was moved around during persecu-
tions and also when the Lombards came to sack Rome. 
Peter’s body was moved again during WWII as the Nazis 
sought out relics to give them power. After WWII, Peter’s 
body was returned to his Vatican resting place. 
 Today, if you ask for special permission three months 
in advance, you can get clearance to go to the site of the 
necropolis underneath the Vatican. There you will see 
many pagan and Christian tombs, wall paintings, and 
drawings of early Christians and St. Peter’s resting place. 
 The next most interesting place we saw was the 
church of Santa Croce. History tells us that Emperor 
Constantine’s mother, Helen, took a pilgrimage to Jeru-
salem and returned with many holy relics. She returned 
to Rome with the titulus, the board that scriptures tell us 
hung above Jesus’ cross with the words “Jesus of Naza-
reth King of the Jews.” On this board we can still view 
most of these words written in Greek, Hebrew, and Latin. 
Also, in this church, we can view thorns from the crown 
of thorns that was placed on Jesus’ head before he was 
cruci! ed and a purported nail from the cross. Scholars 
are still debating their authenticity. These relics were not 
accessible to the public until they were placed in a con-
trolled environment in late 2005. 
 One of the things we learned was to go ! rst to 
the high altars of the churches. One of the interesting 
churches we explored was St. Paul’s Outside the Walls, 
where Vatican archeologists recently found underneath 
the altar a sarcophagus thought to contain the remains of 
the Apostle Paul. Scholars are currently examining the 
sarcophagus and bones. History tells us that Paul was 
executed by beheading, not cruci! xion as were Peter and 

the Jewish disciples. Paul’s body was ! rst buried by 
the dirt road that runs by the church because he was 
a Roman citizen. It was later moved (or translated) to 
rest under the high altar of the church. In the early part 
of his reign, in 324 A.D., Constantine built the ! rst 
church of St. Paul’s, which was a small church. Later 
emperor Valentinian II, Theodosius, and Arcadius built 
the larger church consecrated in 390. It was continual-
ly reinforced after an earthquake and ! re and the " ood 
of the Tiber in 1700. To this day, only the Pope and 
those with special permission from him can celebrate 
mass there. The church was restored and not rebuilt.
 In San Giovanni in Laterano-St. Johns, we ! nd 
part of the skulls of Paul and Peter. They were hid-
den when Napoleon occupied Rome in 1798. It was 
the ! rst Christian cathedral in Rome built in 312 by 
Constantine. It was sacked by the Vandals in the 5th 
century, restored by Pope Gregory in 460 A.D., and 
destroyed by ! re twice in the 1300s. It has an inter-
esting old baptistery that escaped ! re. The bishops 
performed baptisms there during the Easter vigil. 
 When you travel to Italy and see these churches, 
you will see some of the symbols in the catacombs. 
Contrary to romantic versions in Hollywood movies, 
the catacombs are not places were people worshipped. 
While they did pray there, the catacombs were full 
of the smells of rotting corpses, and people could 
only come for brief periods to pray at the site of the 
martyrs’ tombs. The tunnels go on for miles and their 
chambers go 30-40 feet up from the bottom level. 
Bones are located in each niche. 
 In these catacombs and elsewhere in churches you 
will see primitive drawings of Christians praying in 
the Orans position, a posture in which priests cele-
brate the Eucharist with arms outstretched. You also 
will see many symbols of the Chi Rho, or XP, the ! rst
 

St. Peter’s Basilica

See SABBATICAL, page 7
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In the midst of danger and threat of death, they were 
willing to die for their faith and for what was right. 
They did so while singing songs of God’s praise.  
 This trip also called me to ask the question, 
which we all must ask ourselves, what are we willing 
to die for? Is my faith strong enough that I would 
be willing to die for my beliefs and for my faith if 
called to do so?
 Am I, like Jesus and these saints before me, will-
ing to stand up for those the world may shun amidst 
the criticism of others?  I always ! gured I could say 
yes. After the many commentaries and terrible de-
scriptions of the deaths of the Christians that I heard 
in these tours, I wondered.
 In the end, I came away with a strong resolve 
that my answer would still be YES. Christianity and 
my faith in Christ are things I would be willing to 
die for if called to do so. As a result of the witness 
of these saints, I have been recharged to care for all 
people and especially for those the world rejects. 
God bless you and us all,
Louanne+

two letters of the Greek word for Christ, XPISTOS. 
There are also many symbols such as shells symbolizing 
baptism; doves, which symbolize peace; the peacock, 
which represents eternal life; and the palm bent into a 
victory crown. Other images include the victorious lamb, 
the dove for baptism, and the anchor, symbolizing Chris-
tians’ hope in Christ.
 Eric and I also visited the crypt of many of the disci-
ples: St. Mark’s in Venice, St. Luke’s in Padua, St. Paul’s 
in Rome and St. Peter’s at the Vatican. I will cover more 
at my presentation at the second Wednesday dinner.
 The study of the earliest level of Christianity brought 
me back to the simplicity of the Christian message. It 
was a message of love for one another and care for those 
whom society rejected–the sick, the poor, prostitutes, the 
lame, and widows. The concern of these early Christians 
was to praise Christ our redeemer who died that we may 
live and assure our victory through his death and resur-
rection to our own after-life with God.
 I came away with many feelings from this experi-
ence, but the main one was of the courage of the saints. 

SABBATICAL, From Page 6

New Vestry Members Given Assignments
St. John’s vestry welcomes four new members for three-year terms and one returnee for a two-year term. Julie 

MacRae, who joined St. John’s in 1992, is now in charge of Children and Youth Christian Formation. She is mar-
ried to Jim MacRae, Jr., and they have two children, Mary Katharine, 12, and Jim, 10.

Trey Edge has been a member of St. John’s since 1993. He and 
Mike Uzzell will split the duties of the Parish Family Life Committee. 
Trey and his wife, Kensley, have two children, Emma Caroline, 9, and 
Ashton, 8.

Jim Kyle is a lifelong member of St. John’s and has served on the 
vestry before. This year he is responsible for Stewardship. He, his wife, 
Edwina, and their two daughters, Sara and Anne Stuart, have been very 
active in the life of the parish for many years.

Gary Smith has been a member of St. John’s for the past 18 years 
and also is a former vestry member. In fact, it was Gary who originated 
this newsletter, Steeples and People, in 1993 and is again responsible 
for it as co-chair, along with Anne Evans, of the Communications and 
Evangelism Committee. Gary and his wife, Lucy, have three children, 
Todd, Leigh, and Lara.

Mary Flagg Haugh was reelected to a two-year term and will chair 
the Adult Christian Formation Committee. Another life-long member 
of St. John’s, she and her husband, Jim, have two children, Elisabeth 
and Jamie.

Other vestry members and their committees for this year include 
Jean Moore, Worship; Walker Worth III, Finance and Philanthropies; 
and Judy Klinck, Outreach. Drew Young was elected Junior Warden 
and Hal Broadfoot remains as Senior Warden.
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OWLS Visit Monet Exhibit in Raleigh
By Bob Wilson

Collective nouns usually derive their name from the characteristics of the group they de! ne. For instance a 
group of owls is often referred to as a parliament because the birds are often believed to possess a wise disposi-
tion.

 St. John’s parliament of OWLS (Older, Wiser, Loving Servants) took their wise dispositions on the road on 
January 11, 2007, when they journeyed to Raleigh to see the famed Monet exhibit.

The bus full of 40 OWLS who made the trip thoroughly enjoyed 
the exhibit, which was sold out during a large part of its stop at the N. 
C. Museum of Art.

The museum was jammed with visitors who made the trip dur-
ing the ! nal week of viewing the artwork of the renowned French 
painter. The exhibit speci! cally featured Normandy landscapes, water 
scenes, and cathedrals. 

Claude Monet’s impressionist work was done largely during the 
latter part of the 19th and early 20th centuries. Some 45 paintings were 
included in the exhibit. 

The bus, driven by our own Bill Orr, pulled away from St. John’s 
at 9:15 a.m. and arrived at the museum at 10:30 a.m., giving tour 
group leaders Lib Wilson and Jean Hermann just enough time to check 
admission and lun-
cheon arrangements 

that had been made for the group. The OWLS were divided 
into two sections for the lunch and tour so everyone would ! n-
ish up at the same time. This arrangement also allowed mem-
bers of the group to spend time in the museum’s two gift shops 
and view other artwork.

The visit was done by 2:15 and the happy group arrived 
back home around 4 p.m. Pat O’Briant, assisted by Lib and 
Jean, served refreshments including wine and cheese, cider, and 

Bring on the wine and cheese" 

It’s time to board the bus for home. 
We’re indebted to both June Reichle and Jean Hermann for these and many other 
pictures in this issue.
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BAPTISMS

David Parks Helms, Jr., was baptized Nov. 12, 2005, in the 
Chapel of the Blessed Disciple at St. John’s. With him, from 
left, are Godparent Trey Edge, parents Cathryn and David 
Helms, Godparents Brannon Lancaster and Jay Helms and 
his sister, Carlyle Helms.

Lucas Mitchell Johnson, son of Ashton and Mitchell Johnson, 
was baptized Nov. 5, 2006, at St. John’s. Pictured with him are 
The Rev. Brent Melton, his sponsors Corbett Fox and Noel 
Fox, and his parents.

The Rev. Brent Melton is !  anked by Andrew David Hedgecoe 
and Avery Kate Cheatwood, cousins, whom he baptized at St. 
John’s Jan. 7, 2007. Avery is pictured at left with her parents 
Julia Hamner Cheatwood and David Lynn Cheatwood. Claire 
Cheatwood Hedgecoe holds Andrew while his Dad, David Joel 
Hedgecoe, looks on. 

Since mid-August, Trena Reeves is the new, 
friendly, quiet voice greeting everyone who calls St. 

John’s of! ce, and she 
brings reserved calmness 
with her. Trena was born 
in Greensboro, NC, and 
is a graduate of UNC-W 
with a B.A. in English 
Literature. Since 1981 
she and her husband 
Ralph, who works on Ft. 
Bragg, have lived in Fay-
etteville. They have three 
sons and six grandchil-

dren (who live in Houston, TX; Walnut Cove, NC; 
and Richmond, VA). Trena states that much of her life 
was spent dealing with untrained puppies when her 
sons were little and her cat, who lived to be 16. She 
and Ralph don’t need anything else to care for now#

Trena’s favorite pastime is reading, and she 
especially likes the poetry of Edna St. Vincent Mil-
lay. Her favorite book of all time is The Thorn Birds 
(whose isn’t?), and her favorite ! ction author now is 
Patricia Cornwall. Trena still plans to write the Great 
American Novel and is looking to Grandma Moses as 
an inspiration, since she didn’t start painting until she 
was in her 80s#  

If she could do anything and money was no 

Welcome Trena!

object, Trena would be raising and riding horses on 
her large country estate# She would like to visit Ireland 
someday and enjoys reading about it and its beauty in 
the meantime.
 If you haven’t met her yet, stop by the of! ce and 
enjoy meeting Trena Reeves#
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Bishop Visits for Con" rmation/Reception

The Rt. Rev. Clifton Daniel 3rd, bishop of the Diocese of East Carolina, visited St. John’s Sunday, January 28, to con# rm and/or 
receive a class of 21 adults and young people. They are, front row, from left, Sarah Stewart, Kirkland Moore, Savannah Cherry, 
Sarah Nikolassy, Bishop Daniel, Mary Katharine MacRae, Rebecca Keefe, Rite 13 leaders Edwina Kyle and Fred Klinck, and Marcia 
MacKethan. Back row, The Rev. Brent Melton, Chris Barnes, Steven Klang, Arleen Fields, James Sutherland III, John Fields, Philip 
Hall, Spencer Harris, Marcia Gamet, Coker Holmes, Jack Gamet, Cristel Haworth, Dolores Metz, and The Rev. Louanne Loch. Not 
present for the picture are Tina and Jim Brisson and Ken West.

Members of the adult con# rmation class take time out from 
breakfast with the bishop for a picture. They are, from left, Tina 
Brisson, Marcia MacKethan, Chris Barnes, Cristel Haworth, 
Marcia Gamet, Dolores Metz, John Fields, Arleen Fields, Philip 
Hall, Jack Gamet, and Jim Brisson.

Rite 13 youngsters pose for a picture following their 
breakfast with the bishop. From left are, Sarah Nikolassy, 
Mary Katharine MacRae, Sarah Stewart, Kirkland Moore, 
Savannah Cherry, Rebecca Keefe, Coker Holmes, Steven 
Klang, Spencer Harris, and James Sutherland III.

At right, Bishop Daniel 
talks with con# rmands 
Marcia MacKethan and 
Arleen and John Fields 
following their special 
breakfast. That’s The Rev. 
Brent  Melton at far left.



Place:  St. John’s Preschool
Time:  9:00 a.m.
Dates:  February 1st – 16th  – St. John’s church members 
Monday, February 19th – Children already enrolled but not members of St. John’s.
Tuesday, February 20th – Open to the public on a ! rst come, ! rst served basis.

Children must be appropriate class age by October 16.

Procedure:
Registration forms will be available in the preschool of! ce beginning Thursday, February 1st. Parents should 

bring completed registration form to the preschool on the appropriate day or pick up forms on day of registration. 
Registration is on ! rst come, ! rst served basis. 

Registration forms for members of St. John’s Church who already have children enrolled and for 
church members who are enrolling their child for the " rst time will be due in the preschool of" ce by Febru-
ary 16, 2007. You may mail or drop off your registration form and registration fee as long as it is received 
in the of" ce or at the Preschool no later than February 16, 2007. There will be no exceptions to this deadline 
date. 

Registration for children already enrolled but not members of St. John’s will be held Monday, February 19, 
2007 at 9:00 a.m. 

The last day of registration, Tuesday, February 20th, 2007 at 9:00 a.m., will be open to the public on a ! rst 
come basis.

Waiting lists will be started as soon as a class " lls. If you cannot be present at registration you may have 
someone else register for you. However, that person may register ONLY FOR YOU and no one else that day. 
Each person in the registration line may register only one family – her own or one other.

 
A non-refundable registration fee of $50 is payable at registration in order to complete the enrollment process. 

Waiting lists are maintained for classes as needed. If you cannot be present at registration you may have someone 
else register for you. If a parent declines an opening, the child’s name will move to the end of the list.

Tui tion

   2 days/week - $1,035/yr. payable @$115/mo. for 9 mo.
   3 days/week - $1,305/yr. payable @$145/mo. for 9 mo.
   5 days/week - $1,845/yr. payable @$205/mo. for 9 mo.

 
PMO      Tui tion :  PMO is offered Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:00a.m. – Noon

    1 day per week  $65/month
    2 days per week  $130/month
    3 days per week  $195/month

Preschool Registration for 2007-2008 Year
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St. Mary Elizabeth’s Chapter of our 
Episcopal Church Women received an im-
passioned thank you note from one of their 
Thanksgiving dinner bene! ciaries. ECW 
President Suzanne Uzzell said she would like 
to share the note with other parishioners. The 
letter follows:

“I would like to say ‘Thank you#’ Thank 
you so very much for the wonderful Thanks-
giving dinner that I and my family most 
enjoyed.

“When family or friends show acts of 
kindness, a simple thank you, a hug, a warm 
embrace or words of praise seem to be ! tting 
in regards of appreciation, but when people 
whom you’ve never met show acts of kind-
ness then those two words ‘Thank you’ just 
doesn’t seem to be enough.

“For myself, this is probably one of the 
most dif! cult notes I have ever had to write. 
I have thought very deeply as to what I could 
say that would be the right words to express 
my gratitude and appreciation for what you 
have done but to be honestly truthfull I don’t 
believe I have the words to express. All I can 
do is pray for the blessings that have been 

Thanksreceiving

shown to me and my family and that this note may do the 
same. None the less I must tell you that tears ! lled my eyes, 
gratitude ! lled my heart and appreciation ! lled my soul.

“May God Bless each of you as he does me each and ev-
ery day. Thank you again for your kindness and be it known 
that it touched us deeply in a way that words can not express.

Sincerely, Gail Lamson Borg” (signed).

Young Choir Singers 
Rehearse for Performance

Children’s Choir Co-Director Carol Mayo leads the youngsters as they 
practice for a Sunday 10:30 a.m. performance. Carol’s co-director Bruce 
Cook (not pictured) provides piano accompaniment for their rehearsal.. 

P.O. Box 722
Fayetteville, NC 28302


