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Season of Pentecost Calls Us to Witness 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
       I shared with our Vestry on Sunday, June 3, that I had been nominated for Bishop 
Suffragan in the Diocese of Alabama. I did not seek out this call, but it sought me out. 
There were numerous priests nominated in this process. After a phone interview from 
the nominating committee, I was invited to continue this process as one of nine 
candidates. While I consider this an honor, I also realize that because of my age and 
being a female priest, the chances are that I may not be elected. My priestly 
development over the past four years at St. John’s has allowed me to grow into a 
person who can be considered a viable candidate. Thank you for your continuous 
love and support. 
       This being said, I remain focused on our ministry together. We are now in the 
season of Pentecost. Pentecost day marks the birth of the Christian church. It was on Pentecost day 
that Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to empower the church, the body of Christ, to do ministry and spread 
the good news of God in Christ. From then on the church was called to spread the good news of 
God’s love and forgiveness. The Holy Spirit is still at work in the church today. The Spirit still sends 
us out to do mission, the work that Christ has given us to do.  
       That is why it is so important that we continue to come to church and receive the word and sacra-
ments during the summertime. It is tempting to skip church in the summers and sleep in. However, if 
we all did this, there would be no one worshipping in church. We would not receive empowerment to 
serve and to live Christ-like lives. Going without the word and sacrament is like fasting from food. 
After awhile our spiritual lives will get weak and finally sicken. I encourage us all to be faithful in 
our church attendance despite the temptation. If it is a matter of not wishing to wear dress clothes, I 
encourage you to come casual this summer. What is important is that you are present in worship as a 
family at St. John’s. When asked, “What is the difference in the ministry of the laity and clergy, I 
have said, tongue in cheek, if I didn’t show up for church, people would notice.” 
       On Pentecost Sunday, we are reminded of the final words of Jesus before he ascended and sent 
his Holy Spirit to dwell amongst us. Jesus said in Acts 1:8, “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all of Judea, and Samaria 
and to the ends of the earth.” We are all called to be faithful witnesses. 
       As I said in my sermon on Pentecost Sunday, “In our legal system, a witness is one who has seen 
something. But in the Christian faith, to be a witness is to act in a way that shows that what we have 
seen and heard has affected us and has changed us. We are not to be mere spectators of our Lord’s  
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Eagle Scout Project Benefits St. John’s 

       The next time you see Owen Shearer, be sure to thank him. Owen 
decided that the renovation of the St. John’s outdoor chapel was a worthy 
endeavor for his Eagle Scout service project, and all of us at St. John’s 
are the better for it. 
       So exactly what is an Eagle Scout project? It is one of the final steps 
in attaining the highest Boy Scout rank. The project itself is to benefit a 
group or organization other than the Boy Scouts. A project like this can 
be almost anything but once chosen and then approved, the planning and 
implementation process has to be carefully documented. 
       In Owen’s words, “This project will benefit the congregation at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church by allowing them to conduct services in the out-
door chapel. This project will also make it easier and safer for people to 
enter and exit the chapel. This project will provide the business commu-
nity of downtown Fayetteville a place of escape from a busy work day.” 
       A project of this size can be daunting for a high school student who is 
already busy with academics, athletics, church, and social interests. Owen 
personally documents 17 hours of planning and implementation. On top 
of this are scores of hours from volunteers such as his parents Jim and 
Michelle and his brothers Andrew and Miles. St. John’s volunteers 
included David Guzman, Don Koonce, Brent Melton, Brandon Haire, and 
James Morgan. 
       The chapel had to be cleaned and cleared of old bricks and debris. 
Following this, landscape timbers were laid and secured defining the pew 
sections. Gravel was then laid within these sections and also used to 
define the entrance. Grass seed was then planted and pine straw was used 
to further define the different areas. 
       The work is now completed and the results are great. 
        When you have a moment, walk over to the outdoor chapel and take 
advantage of this peaceful place along Cross Creek and witness how one 
young member of our church decided to make a real difference. 

 Chaplain Brisson Leads Lenten Bible Study 

       Approximately 40 parishioners joined Chaplain 
(MAJ) James (Jim) Brisson every Monday morning 
during Lent as he led the Lenten Bible Study on a 
very interesting journey. Using the Book of John, He 
spoke of the different people Jesus met on his way to 
the Cross during what we now call Passion Week. 
       “As John wrote, Jesus knew what was ahead of 
him and willingly went down this road. His actions 
were intentional,” Jim reminded us. 
       After each session, we enjoyed a delicious lunch 
of soup and croissant sandwiches prepared by Chef 
Chris Power. Chaplain Jim 
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life. We are called to be witness to that life and to show by our lives that we have been affected 
(changed) by the presence of the Holy in our own lives. 
       St. John’s parishioners are faithful to this mission charge that Jesus gave us, but we at St. Johns 
have more we can be doing. As I said in my sermon, we are a city parish. As such, we have issues to 
deal with that are particular to city parishes. That is why your vestry and I will be looking at long-
term planning at our retreat in August. We realize that churches that live for themselves die by 
themselves. We know that as a city parish blessed with many resources, we can do more. 
       What does that look like for us? No one person, not your rector, not the vestry, can answer that 
question or decide our mission. The vision must be yours as well. Which ministries that we are 
currently doing well need to be taken further? What can we do to help those in our immediate 
community downtown? Your vestry and I need your prayers, guidance, and suggestions over the 
next month or so to help us write a vision. Is it after school child care? Is it teaching English as a 
second language course? Is it doing more to feed the poor and homeless? The answers to these 
questions can come only from you, the parish family. We cannot do more without the commitment 
of your hands and hearts. 
       This being said, I will put questionnaires and a locked box out on a table in the parish hall and in 
the back of the church (the narthex) to get your suggestions and input. 
       I continue to give thanks for the spiritual maturity of this parish. I continue to give thanks for the 
unity we have all grown into over a spectrum of differences.  
       Now it is time for us to explore what other ministries God is calling us to do. 
       We are all challenged to write a vision for St. John’s parish . . .we have been blessed with so 
much, how can we give back to our immediate community in downtown Fayetteville? How can we 
more effectively reach out to those who do not know Christ? People are hungry for a church like 
ours, which is intentional in showing forth God’s love, mercy, and forgiveness.  
       In baptism we vow that we will proclaim by word and example the good news of God in 
Christ…and we promise, “I will with God’s help.” We vow that we will seek and serve Christ in all 
persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves. We promise, “I will with God’s help.” We vow that we 
will strive for justice and peace among all people and respect the dignity of every human being, and 
we promise, “I will with God’s help.” May the Lord who has given us the will to do these things give 
us the grace and power to perform them. 
       Send forth your spirit, O Lord, and renew the face of the earth. 
       Come Holy Spirit, Come. Amen. 

PENTECOST, From Page 1   

Operation Inasmuch Draws Volunteers of All Ages to Work 

Dolores Metz scrapes a downspout to prepare it for paint 
at the Habitat house while others work on the deck.  

Kory Miller, Andrew Bock, Gerald Horne, Nathan 
Farmer, and George Bender exhibit teamwork. 
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       Good Morning! It is an honor and a privilege to 
be with you on Youth Sunday. 
       In today’s Gospel, Jesus is telling His disciples 
that He is going away, going to a place that they 
cannot come. He leaves them with a new command-
ment: that they love one another as He has loved 
them. If they love one another, then all men will know 
that they are His disciples.  
       In reflecting on today’s Gospel, I thought about 
the love Jesus is talking about. The Greek word for 
love is agape. Agape is a giving love, a love in which 
one makes sacrifices for another, a love that seeks to 
give rather than to receive. Agape love turns the heart 
away from ourselves and towards others. 
       I thought of the relationships in my life that 
exemplified this kind of love. The love my parents 
have for me is that unconditional “love me for who 
and what I am” kind of love. Then there is the love of 
my brother, James, who even though we have fought a lot has been my greatest ally. I have also felt 
the gentle, unassuming love of my grandparents. I am blessed with aunts, uncles, and cousins that 
have loved and given me a tremendous amount of support. 
       The love I have received from St. John’s, my extended family, has sustained me throughout my 
life. Who would have ever thought that when Chatham and I were baptized together, 17 years ago, 
that we would be here today giving the senior sermon. I look out and see so many people that have 
made an impact on my life. People that have nurtured me, taught me, laughed with me, and cried 
with me. Brent, Louanne, Mr. O’Briant, guardian angels, Rite 13 leaders, J2A leaders, YAC leaders, 
and SO many more have demonstrated a true, selfless love not only for me 

Agape Love Impacts Young Senior’s Life 

Tyler Sutherland, left, and Chatham Dawson shared 
the pulpit on Youth Sunday for senior sermons. 

By Tyler Sutherland 

See AGAPE LOVE, Page 5 

Dawson Shares J2A and Pilgrimage Experiences 
By Chatham Dawson 

        I stand before you like many seniors in High School have done in years past to tell about their 
experiences whether it’s referring to High School, Rite 13, J2A, or YAC. My subject really is no 
different, but I guarantee you, my story is. Like the many speakers who preceded me, the relation-
ships that were forged during our journey to adulthood were stronger because of the trials we faced 
as we went along. My experiences in Rite 13 prepared me for traveling with a group, but nothing 
could have prepared me for what the J2A group would experience on our pilgrimage to Italy. 
      Two years ago we were looking forward to a glorious trip to Italy. With all our fundraisers 
behind us, we were ready to move forward with our journey and ready to let the fun begin! Little did 
we know how our faith would be tested time after time. The first test: flying from Raleigh to 
Charlotte. As simple as this may seem, it turned out to be amazingly difficult. It started out like any 
trip, everyone on time, everyone excited, and everyone with more luggage than needed. After 
boarding the plane and beginning to taxi down the runway, visions of gondola rides, gelato, and the 
Vatican began to fill our heads. Suddenly our visions were thrown into reverse when the pilot 

See EXPERIENCES, Page 5 
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announced that we would be returning to the terminal for a slight delay. Little did we know, the slight 
delay would stretch out for two days. We never really received an adequate explanation for the delay; 
some say it some say it was technical difficulties, some say it was the weather (although it was a 
beautiful day), or that the pilot needed more time off between flights. Whatever the reason, we 
headed back to Fayetteville that night, not knowing at that point whether the trip was off completely. 
After a good night’s rest, we decided as a group to have faith that everything was going to work out, 
and we headed back to Raleigh. Believe it or not, our second test was spending the entire day in the 
airport, waiting, hoping, praying, that we would be going on this trip. However, the delay allowed us 
to bond as a group as we commiserated about the turn of events. Once again we were told we would 
not be taking off for Italy. Fortunately for us, all of our support from the church went into high gear. 
Many people within our church family reached out to us to help get our pilgrimage back on track.  
We needed every bit of their help. In the end, their prayers and ours were answered, and the next day 
we took off successfully and arrived in Italy. 
       Throughout our entire ordeal, close relationships that didn't exist before were being built. Casual 
acquaintances became close friends, close friends became even closer, and we all became a family. 
Of course we had our disagreements, but like all families, we were able to work through them. And 
now, two years later, so many of the things I learned on that trip are impacting my life. Having faith 
in God and knowing there is a master plan has helped me deal with the everyday rigors of life, as I'm 
sure it has the others in the group. I learned that sometimes, in relationships, there can be bumps in 
the road, but when you care about someone, you take what is best in them and work through the 
problems. As this phase of my life is ending and I am moving on to a new phase at the University of 
South Carolina, the experiences gained through all of the programs at St. John’s will help me going 
forward. 
       I already feel a tie to the Christian 
community in South Carolina. On my last 
visit to campus our guide pointed out that 
Christian life on campus was thriving and 
how important it had been to his overall 
educational experience. It was comforting to 
me to know that even though I'll be in another 
state, far away from St. John’s, that the 
Christian beliefs are still all around me. 
       In closing, I would like to thank everyone 
at St. John’s—the youth group leaders who 
volunteer their valuable time, the Reverend 
Louanne Loch, the Reverend Brent Melton, 
and you, the congregation, for all the support 
you have given us over the years on our 
journey to adulthood. All of the youth 
programs that we have really do work. In the 
future I hope to be a part of those programs so 
that I can give back to the church as you all 
have given to me. Thank you for teaching me 
about God and helping to make me a good 
person. As Psalm 37:30-31 says, “A good 
person speaks with wisdom, and he says what 
is fair. The teachings of his God are in his 
heart, so he does not fail to keep them.” 

EXPERIENCES, From Page 4  

but also for St. John’s. I think back and remember 
experiencing Jesus’ love in so many ways. Sunday 
school, Christmas pageants, singing in the choir, the 
J2A Pilgrimage to Italy, the mission trip to the 
mountains, acolyting, guardian angel banquets, ski 
trips, and parish retreats—just to name a FEW!! 
       St. John’s has been such a loving place for me 
to grow up. A true reflection of the agape love Jesus 
asks us to demonstrate. Our mission as a church and 
as individuals is to love God, love others, and to 
lead others to Christ. I have tried to pass on this love 
by volunteering in our community, doing mission 
work, participating in various church activities, and 
working with the younger members of the church. I 
look forward to returning to St. John’s and seeing 
those young people mature and receive the same 
blessings I have experienced. 
       In closing, let me say to each of you, that 
though I am going away, going to a place that you 
cannot come, the love that you have given me goes 
with me. It is the love you have given me that I will 
in turn give away and in doing so, be His disciple. 
Amen. 

AGAPE LOVE, From page 4   
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BAPTISMS 

London Macintyre Anderson was baptized April 7 at 
St. John’s. He is pictured with, from left, his god father 
Neal Guthrie, godmother Tanya Cannady, his grand-
parents Carole and John Huske Anderson Sr., 
(granddad is holding London’s big brother John H. 
Anderson III), parents John H. Anderson Jr. and 
Jennifer Browning Anderson, The Rev. Louanne Loch, 

Isaac Dale Fields, son of Arleen and John Fields, a lso 
was baptized on April 7 at St. John’s. His sponsors  are 
Noel and Shawn Fields, John’s brother and sister-in -
law. Pictured are, from left, The Rev. Brent Melton , 
Shawn Fields, John holding Isaac, Arleen, The Rev. 
Louanne Loch, Noël Fields, and family friend, Rhond a 
Batten. 

Marnie Edmundson, who was baptized April 7, is sur-
rounded by family and friends, from left, The Rev. Brent 
Melton, sponsors Susan Huffer and Patrick Edmund-
son, Lisa Zarenski, sponsor Jan St. Onge, Marnie wi th 
hand on granddaughter Emily Thomas, husband John 

Mary Cecilia Parker, daughter of Mary Claire and 
Robert Spencer Parker Jr., was baptized at St. John ’s 
on May 27. She is pictured with, from left, The Rev . 
Brent Melton, sponsors Anne Elizabeth Parker and 
Joseph August Dattilo, mother and dad, and The Rev.  
Louanne Loch. 

Lonnie Pipkin, 
one of our 
sextons, shows 
off the flower 
and vegetable 
gardens he so 
carefully tends 
before leaving 
his job at the 
church each day. 
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By Robin Kelly 

       Chatham Dawson, daughter of Carolyn 
and John Dawson, graduated from The 
Fayetteville Academy on June 8, 2007. 
Chatham served as Vice President of the 
Senior Class, President of the Key Club, 
and Vice President of the Spanish Club. 
She was Most Valuable Player on the 
Varsity Women’s Tennis Team and 
participated in the Bowling Club. Chatham 
plans to attend the University of South 
Carolina in the fall and major in Business. 
       Nathan Farmer, son of Linda and Larry 
Farmer, graduated from Pine Forest High 
School on June 8, 2007. Nathan was a 
member of the Marching Band Drum Line 
and played baseball for two years. Nathan 
will attend East Carolina University in the 
fall and is interested in pursuing a major in 
Physical Therapy. 
       Emily Koonce graduated from the 
University of North Carolina at Pembroke 
on May 5, 2007. Her major was Exercise 
and Sports Science with a minor in 
Coaching. Emily plans to obtain a certi-
fication in Education this fall, giving her a 
double major. She is working as a 
counselor at Trinity Center this summer. 
Emily is the daughter of Sharon and Don 
Koonce. 
       Anne Stuart Kyle, daughter of Edwina 
and Jim Kyle, graduated from North 
Carolina State University on May 12, 2007. 
Her major was Business with a concentra-
tion in Finance. Anne Stuart plans to live in 
Raleigh and is in the process of seeking a 
job. She recently adopted a beagle/hound 
mix puppy, named Hank, and is thoroughly 
enjoying her new best friend. 
       Terry Shields, a 2006 graduate of Duke 
University, has been accepted at the 
General Theological Seminary in New 
York City. Following the three-year 
program, Terry will be awarded a Master’s 
of Divinity. Terry received a scholarship 
from the St. John’s Philanthropies 
Committee and a matching grant from the 
Fund for Theological Education. Terry is   

the daughter of Pawley and Al Shields. 
       Tyler Sutherland, daughter of Marie and Alex 
Sutherland, graduated from Village Christian 
Academy on May 25, 2007. She was a cheerleader 
for five years and served as Captain her junior and 
senior years. She was also a member of the Village 
Christian chorus. Tyler has participated in the Junior 
Volunteer Program at Cape Fear Valley Health 
System for five years and served on the Junior 
Volunteer Council. Tyler loves singing and acting 
and is currently in the cast of High School Musical at 
the Cape Fear Regional Theatre. She plans to attend 
North Carolina State University and is interested in 
pursuing a career in the medical field working with 
children. 
       Best wishes to each of our graduates from the St.
John’s family and God bless you. 

Congratulations to Our Recent Graduates!  

J2A advisers Anne Evans, left, and David Guzman, 
seated, pose with their class, from left, Kory Mill er, Bryan 
Kastner, Andrew Bock, Zach Richardson. James Morgan , 
Chip Stewart, James Dawson, and Caitlin Farmer on 
Youth Sunday. 

 

Rite 13 members and their advisers are from left, f ront 
row, Mary Katherine MacRae, Steven Klang, Cary Mill er, 
James Sutherland, and Coker Holmes. Back row, Sarah  
Nikolassy, Katie Schaefer, Adviser Fred Klinck, Reb ecca 
Keefe,  Savannah Cherry, Adviser Edwina Kyle, Kirkl and 
Moore, The Rev. Brent Melton, and Sarah Stewart.  
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         “What a concept! The idea of traveling in Greece and Turkey in the 
footsteps of Paul is huge. It involves ancient Judaism because that is the 
forerunner of early Christianity. It involves the life, death, resurrection, and 
teachings of Jesus Christ because that is what Paul preached. And it 
involves knowledge of Greek philosophy and history and how that affects 
us today in Fayetteville, NC,” explained Jean Hermann. 
        “We certainly did not come back with all the answers, but we made a 
start early in the morning of May 8th in the parking lot of First Presbyterian 
Church. Jay and Sharon Coker loaded forty of us into a bus to go to the 
Raleigh airport to catch flights to Washington DC; Frankfurt, Germany; and 
Athens, Greece, in one day. It was a twenty-four hour trip and, awaiting us 

upon arrival in Athens, was a sightseeing tour of the city! That was a prelude of things to come; we were 
happily busy and on the go most of the time. 
        “The sumptuous luxury of the Grand Bretagne Hotel soothed us for the next two days as we traveled in 
Athens seeing the sights,” she continued. 
        “The highlight of Athens was visiting the Acropolis,” Peggy Holt said. “The Acropolis hill, so called the 
‘Sacred Rock’ of Athens, is the most important site of the city. During Pericles’ Golden Age, ancient Greek 
civilization was represented in an ideal way on the hill, and some of the architectural masterpieces of the period 
were erected on its grounds. 
        “Near the Acropolis is Mars Hill,” Peggy continued. “In Roman mythology, Mars was the god of war. His 
counterpart in Greek mythology was Ares. Many translations of the Bible use the word ‘Areopagus’ instead of 
the phrase ‘Mars’ Hill’ when naming this location. The Apostle Paul had the opportunity address the 
philosophers of Athens on Mars’ Hill and there proclaimed to them, ‘God, Who made the world and everything 
in it’.” 
        “The third sunny day we rode by bus to very windy Cape Sounion south of Athens to see the famous 
remains of a temple to Poseidon,” Jean said. “Scholars believe Paul probably saw this temple during his trips. 
By noon we were back in Mikrolimeno for a seaside lunch by the yacht-filled harbor. After lunch we went to 
the commercial port of ancient Piraeus where we found the ‘Orient Queen’ of the Louis Cruise Lines waiting 
for us. 
        “We then set sail across the ‘wine dark’ Aegean Sea for Turkey,” Jean said. “Arrival in Istanbul by ship is 
a must. The exotic skyline loomed and as we sailed closer and closer and we were able to make out minarets of 
several mosques and the Topkapi Palace and could see the red tiled roof of the hospital where Florence 
Nightingale worked during the Crimean War. 
        “Istanbul was a blur of mosques with minarets punctuating the skyline, massive traffic tie ups, lots of 
people out and about, women veiled and some not, 5,000 shops under the roof of the Grand Bazaar, (we only 
managed a few), several trips across the bridge from Europe to Asia and back trying to figure out which body 
of water was the Golden Horn and which was the Bosporus, belly dancing, carpet showrooms, jewelry displays, 
Ottoman history at the Topkapi sultans’ palace, the beautifully tiled Muslim Blue Mosque, and the awesome 
Hagia Sophia. This building was originally a Christian basilica built by Constantine, later it became an Arab 
mosque and sadly now, it is a museum. Fortunately, much work is being done to restore old mosaics and by 
climbing a rocky and fairly long ramp, we were able to view them. The gold pieces shimmered, iconic faces 
stared, and figures of emperors and empresses in stylized poses were revealed in the hazy sunlight that drifted 
in through ancient Byzantine windows. Leaving Istanbul at night, we began our sail to various Greek islands.”  
        “I was taken by the whitewashed streets and white ‘sugar cube’ houses and churches with their sky-blue 
doors, shutters, and domes,” Peggy said about Mykonos. “Equally impressive were the five ancient windmills 
sitting in a row at one end of the island,” she added. 
        “Tuesday we visited Patmos, Kusadasi, and Ephesus. The monastery of St. John on Patmos and the 
surrounding terraced areas planted with fruit and olive trees was lovely. Again, we were blessed with sunny 
weather, which made for perfect picture taking. The cave, now a chapel, where, according to tradition, St. John  

Parishioners Tell of Trip to Greece and Turkey 
Editor’s Note: Jean Hermann and Peggy Holt  were among a group of travelers who took a 12-day trip in May to tour the remains of the 
ancient world in St. Paul’s time. 

Jean Hermann, left, and Peggy Holt 

See GREECE AND TURKEY, page 9 
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had a revelation, is very small and darkly mysterious. Old icons glow softly from the walls in the candle light. 
Outside again, it was all whitewashed walls and purple bougainvillea. In the library, we saw two pages of 6th   
Century text from the Gospel of Mark, the Purple Codex, and had the opportunity to buy icons from the monks. 
As we expressed concern over the time to board our ship, one young monk said, ‘Don’t worry, I’ll take you 
down to the harbor on my motor bike!’” 
       “Kusadasi now seems to exist for tourists. We were glad to move on to Ephesus,” Jean said. “The exca-
vated ruins of Ephesus reveal an amazing way of life,” Peggy added. “Thought to have had a population of 
250,000 people, Ephesus was known for its sacred shrines, the most famous of which was the temple to the 
goddess Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.  The city was also an important center of 
early Christianity. St. Paul established a Christian congregation in Ephesus in the 1st century AD, even though 

it was very dangerous to be a Christian in these times. The Great 
Theatre, where St. Paul preached, is the largest theatre in antiquity, 
having a capacity of 24,000 people. A secret code for Christians is 
engraved on several marble slabs outside the Great Theatre.” 
       “Wednesday was a visit to Lindos and Rhodes,” Jean said. 
“We climbed to the Acropolis of Lindos past Greek women who 
spread their tablecloths and linens out on rocks for visitors to see 
and purchase.” 
          “Lindos is an ancient city guarded by medieval walls con-
structed in the 4th century BC,” Peggy explained. “The Acropolis 
(and Temple of Athena) sits on the brink of a precipice 400 feet 
above the sea. The views of the Aegean Sea and St. Paul’s Bay 
make the difficult walk up the mountain worth the effort. The 
magnificent views from the top show where the Apostle Paul cast 

anchor during his voyage to Ephesus. 
       “Rhodes is a medieval walled city, built in the early 14th century by the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem,” 
Peggy continued. “The order resided within the city from 1309 until the Turkish conquest of 1522. The island 
of Rhodes was ceded to Greece in 1947.”  
       “We sailed on from Rhodes to Crete and Santorini the following day,” Jean said. “Paul shipwrecked near 
the shores of Crete (Acts 27). On Crete we enjoyed seeing the archeological work done on the very ancient 
Minoan Palace of Knossos built around 1900 BC. Some restoration made it easier to imagine Minoan times. 
Approaching Santorini by sea is another arrival that should not be missed. When we first viewed the volcano’s 
cliffs, some of us thought snow remained on the top. We came to see that the ‘snow’ was the whitewashed 
town! The five-minute cable car ride up is not for those squeamish about heights, but it was that or a donkey! 
Some say Santorini may be the fabled lost continent of Atlantis…anyway, a good legend for this place. 
       “ Our last stop, once we arrived back in Athens, was a morning trip to the Corinth Canal and old Corinth. 
Boats crossed the canal area by being towed on land in the 7th century BC, work was done by Nero, and a canal 
was finally completed in the late 1890s AD, by the same company that built the Suez Canal. 
       “ We then visited old Corinth where Paul lived and worked (Acts 18). It was an amazing feeling when the 
guide, Gina, said, ‘Welcome. You are now in downtown Corinth in Paul’s day!’ We were surprised to see 
actual carving of the word synagogue in Greek on some marble remains and also to see carvings of menorahs 
in marble. It made some of our reading seem more real. The remains of the Bema where Paul was brought to 
trial when Gallio was governor of Achaia province still exists, as does the Acrocorinth up on top of a mountain. 
When we heard some of the old stories of life in Corinth, we understood a little better why Paul chose to go 
there and evangelize. It makes such a difference to actually be standing in some of these historical places when 
one hears familiar passages from scripture. 
       “ The contribution of the Greeks to our world today is huge,” Jean continued. “Greek became the language 
of Christianity. The New Testament was written in Greek and the gospel of Jesus was preached in Greek. Many 
of our church terms are from Greek such as ekklesia, eucharist, and agape. Paul, who wrote so much of the 
New Testament, preached the gospel in Greek all over the Mediterranean world.  
       “ It was meaningful to us when Gina told us about the naval Battle of Salamis on our way to Corinth. 
‘When the Greeks met the Persians at the Battle of Salamis, the Greeks won over the Persian threat. Thus 
today, we have a western civilization based on Greek civilization, not an eastern civilization based on Persian 
culture’,” Jean concluded. 

GREECE AND TURKEY, from Page 8  

Muslim Blue Mosque 
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       Web sites have become the “go to” place to buy 
electronics and music or to learn about the weather or the 
news. Businesses go to their competitions’ web sites to 
gain insight into their competitor’s operations. In short, 
web sites have become essential components in the life of 
all kinds of organizations including churches. St. John’s is 
no exception. The Communications Committee, headed 
by Gary Smith, is in the process of reviewing and 
recommending a significant “overhaul” to make our St. 
John’s web site more informative and easier to use for 
both church members and for individuals who are 
considering St. John’s as a new church home for their 
family. 
       Central to this upgrade will be a new web address, 
www.stjohnsfayetteville.com. While there will be many 
artistic changes, the main purpose is to add levels of 
functionality so that every aspect of our church and its 
community will have exposure through the web site. As 
an example, a special micro site will be added that 
contains information specifically for military personnel 
such as those who will be moving to this community 
because of BRAC. There will be other sections that can be 
quickly accessed for weekly church events and meetings. 
Useful information such as how to use the Kyle House 
and the multipurpose room is to be included. Our regular 
publications, the weekly Journal and Steeples and People, 
will still be available. The Communications Committee is 
projecting that the new web site will be completed and in 
service this summer. In this transition, the existing site at 
www.sharethejoynow.com is still functional and 
extremely useful and will remain in service until our new 
site is completed. 

Church Undertakes Web Site Change 
By Weyher Dawson 

���������	
  

       March 2 of this year, June and Fred Kohlhepp had the privilege and honor to attend the Change 
of Command at which CDR David A. Roberts, United States Navy, became the Commanding Officer 
of the USS DALLAS (SSN 700) at Groton, CT. CDR Roberts is June’s nephew and Fred’s Godchild. 
His parents are Dave and Sue Roberts of Charlotte, NC. Dave’s brother, Major Alan Roberts of Enid, 
OK, and his sister Laurie Manor of Evansville, IN, were there as well as the entire crew of Officers 
and Chief Petty Officers of the USS DALLAS (SSN 700). Even the horrible weather of New England 
in the winter could not dampen the joy of this event.  
       At a recent Athletic Banquet at Fayetteville Academy, Hampton Moore, son of Jean and 
Steven Moore, was named Volunteer of the Year, in large part for his work at Camp Trinity. He also 

was honored as Most Improved player 
for Varsity Baseball. His sister, 
Kirkland , also was honored as Most 
Improved member of the Varsity Cross 
Country team. Others honored included 
Chatham Dawson, daughter of Carolyn 
and John Dawson, as Most Valuable 
Player on the Varsity Girls Tennis team; 
James Morgan, son of Marian and 
Chris Morgan, as Most Improved player 
on the Varsity Boys Soccer team; James 
Dawson, son of Jane and Weyher 
Dawson, as Most Valuable Player on the 
Junior Varsity Basketball team; and 
Laura Kastner, daughter of Christine 
and Robert Kastner, as Most Valuable 
Player on the Varsity Cheerleading team. 
       Christian Funk, younger son of Betty 
and Fred Funk, was promoted to full 
colonel recently, and a pin-on ceremony 
was held at the Haymount Rehabilitation 
Center where his father is recovering 
from a stroke. Colonel Funk is an F-16 
pilot assigned to Hill AFB but working at 

COL Christian Funk, left, is pictured with MSGT 
Guthrie, COL Becker, and his dad, Fred Funk. 
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       At the May 16 meeting of the Lydia Chapter of the Daughters of the King (DOK), Marilyn 
Ellerbe and Margaret Ann Player were reelected president/vice-president and secretary/treasurer 
respectively. Other members of the Lydia Chapter are Oralee Adams, Jean Cooper, Judy Klinck, Jean 
Moore, and June Power. Plans are underway to present an introductory program in the fall to the 
ECW in the hopes of gaining additional members. 
       A member of the Order can be identified by the modified Greek Fleury Cross that she wears daily 
as long as she is a member. The cross is inscribed in Latin, Magnani Miter Crucem Sustine, meaning 
“With heart, mind, and spirit uphold and bear the cross.” At the base of the cross are the letters 
“FHS,” initials that stand for the Motto of the Order, “For His Sake.” The motto is— 
       I am but one, but I am one.  I cannot do everything, but I can do something.  What I can do, I 
ought to do.  What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.  Lord, what will you have me do? 
       The Order, which was founded in 1885 by Margaret J. Franklin, a Sunday school teacher, is 
dedicated to Prayer, Service, and Evangelism. 
       Marilyn Ellerbe represented the Lydia Chapter at the Diocese of East Carolina Assembly on 
March 24 at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Greenville. Eleven chapters were represented at this 
meeting. Upcoming Province IV meetings will be held at the Kanuga Conference Center. 

Daughters of the King Re-Elect Their Officers 
By Marilyn Layton Ellerbe 

       Why does fish fried outside always taste so 
very good? On May 9, St. John’s Annual Fish 
Fry was held on the lawn behind Kyle House. 
Everyone enjoyed delicious fish, wonderfully 
large and delicious hush puppies, and so very 
many fabulous side dishes and desserts supplied 
by the attendees of the Fish Fry. When the 
previously threatening skies started to pour rain, 
we ran for cover and moved the party into 
Hauser Hall where a “good time was had by all.” 
       The Preschool was well represented and 
held a very successful silent auction that raised 
nearly $1,500 for new playground equipment. 
Silent auction items included a variety of items 
such as jewelry from Rudy’s, a vase from The 
       Pilgrim, Duke basketball tickets, and a Hal 
Broadfoot painting. Margaret Ann Player’s St. 
Mary/Elizabeth chapter of the ECW donated 
$1,000 to the Preschool fund while Bell’s Seed 
Store provided a small table and chairs set for a 
raffle. 
       Hearty thanks to Jim MacRae, A. C. 
Caldwell, and Chris Morgan who cooked the 
fish; to Alex Sutherland who fried the hush 
puppies; to Jeanette and her staff for all their  

A rain-soaked Kitty Kramer tidies up after a cloudb urst 
interrupts St. John’s annual fish fry. 

By Su Vick 

Rain Chases Fish Fry Inside But Doesn’t Dampen Fun 

organizational help; and to Bob Pinson, Lonnie 
Pipkin, and  Donnell Simmons for preparing a 
colorful setting of tables and flowers on the lawn. 
And to Kitty Kramer, who while soaked to the 
skin, helped move food inside, then finished 
cleaning up the tables during the rain! 
       As always, one of the main functions of a 
parish get-together is to get to know each other 
better and have fun. This was a great way to 
accomplish that. And so delicious, too! Plan now 
to attend next May’s fish fry and join the fun!  
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Episcopal Church Women Meet at Holy Trinity 

       The Annual Meeting of the Diocesan Episcopal Church Women was held April 24 at Holy 
Trinity in Fayetteville. Representing St. John’s were Sharon Koonce, this year’s ECW chairman; 
Margaret Ann Player; Betsy Dixon; and Marilyn L. Ellerbe. 
       Some of the issues discussed included Stop Hunger Now, Thompson Child and Family Focus 
Summer Fun Drive, and The Church Periodical Club Miles of Pennies Fund. 
       The Rev. Margaret Neill will lead a “Wonderful Wednesday With God” at Trinity Center on 
August 15 especially for the Church Women of the Diocese of East Carolina. The day of teaching, 
resting, reflection, and sharing will begin at 10 a.m. 
       After the business meeting, The Rt. Rev. Clifton Daniel 3rd conducted a Holy Communion 
Service for the Feast of St. Mark The meeting was adjourned following a delicious luncheon. 
       St. John’s ECW Chapters have new chairpersons for 2007-2008. They are— 

·     St. Anne’s Chapter, Chair: Kensley Edge, 484-4618. The chapter meets on third 
Wednesdays at 5 p.m. in October, November, December, January, and March. 

·     St. Mary-Elizabeth’s Chapter, Chair: Margaret Ann Player, 485-3973. They meet the first 
Monday of each month at 10:30 a.m. from October through March. 

·     St. Cecilia’s Chapter, Chair: Janet Robinson, 484-8290. They meet the first Wednesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. from October through March. 

       All women parishioners of St. John’s are automatically included as members of ECW. If you are 
not currently assigned to a specific Chapter, please call the church office and let our secretary, Trena, 
know which auxiliary chapter you’d like to join. Meeting places for each Chapter will be included in 
the ECW Yearbook, to be published in September.  

By Marilyn Layton Ellerbe 


